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answered, that he knewe the woman very well, and committed
her highly; but saide, she had a churle to her husband, and there-
fore he thought shee would bee the more tractable : trie her man,
quoth hee; iainte hart neuer woonne fair lady ; and if shee will
not bee brought to the bent of your bowe, 1 will provide such a
potion as shall dispatch all to your owne content; and to giue
your further instructions for opportunitie, knowe that her husband
is foorth euery afternoone from three till sixe, Thus farre I have
aduised you, because I pitty your passions as my selfe being- once
a louer: but now I charge thee, reueale it to none whomsoever,
lest it doo disparage my credit, to meddle in amorous matters.
The young gentleman not onely promised all carefull secrecy, but
gaue him harty thanks for his good counsel!, promising to meete
him there the next day, and tell him what newes. Then hee left
the old man, who was almost mad for feare his wife should any
way play false. He saw by experience, braue men came to be-
siege the castle, and seeing it was in a woman's custodie, and
had so weake a gouernor as himselfe, he doubted it would in time
be deliuered up : which feare made him almost franticke, yet he
driucle of the time in great torment, till he might heare from his
riual. Lionello, he hastes him home, and sutes him in his
braueiye, and goes down towards the house of Mutio, where he
sees her at her windowe, whom he courted with a passionate looke,
with such an humble salute, as shee might perceiue how the
gentleman was affectionate. Margaretta looking earnestly upon
him, and noting the perfection of his proportion, accounted him in
her eye the flower of all Pisa; thinkte herselfe fortunate if she
might haue him for her freend, to supply those defaultes that she
found in Mutio. Sundry times that afternoone he past by her
window, and he cast not vp more louing lookes, then he receiued
gratious fauours : which did so incourage him, that the next daye
betweene three and sixe hee went to her house, and knocking at
the doore, desired to speake with the mistris of the house, who
hearing by her maid's description what he was, commaunded him
to come in, where she interteined him with all curtesie,

" The youth that neuer before had giuen the attempt to couet a
ladye, began his exordium with ablushe : and yet went forward so
well, that he discourst vnto her howe he loued her, and that if it
might please her so to accept of his seruice, as of a freende euer
vowde in all duetye to bee at her commaunde, the care of her hon-
our should bee deerer to him then his life, and hee would bee
ready to prise her discontent with his bloud at all times.

" The gentlewoman was a little coye, but before they part they
concluded that the next day at foure of the clock hee should come
thither and eate a pound o'f cherries, which was resolued on with
a succado des labras ; and so with a loath to depart they took their
leaues. Lionello, as joyfull a man as might be, hyed "him to the
church to meete his olde doctor, where hee found him in his olde